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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 
of the St. Matthews area.  Many of the items came from Al Ring’s personal collections but many peo-
ple have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of St. Matthews, Kentucky.  Being retired I 
now have time to do many of the things I have always wanted, this project is just one of them.  
  
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).  
 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any 
purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.   
  



Courtesy Dan Sundberg:     

St. Matthews Area Sports:    1957 

St. Matthews Babe Ruth Tigers, around 1957. 
 

First Row—L to R:  ????, ????, McCandless, Chuck Armstrong 
 

Second Row—L To R:  John Thompson, Dan Sundberg, ????, Hart 
 

Third Row—L to R:  Brad Arterburn, ????, Andy Dixon, Moose Krause, Robert Eisenminger 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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January 10, 1957 

January 17, 1957 

January 24, 1957 

March 14, 1957 

 

March 21, 1957 

March 28, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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March 28, 1957 March 28, 1957 

 

March 28, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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April 4, 1957 

April 11, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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March 7, 1957 

February 28, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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May 2, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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May 2, 1957 

 



May 2, 1957 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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May 2, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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May 9 1957 

 

 

May 9 1957 

May 16, 1957 
May 16, 1957 



Courtesy Frank Grubbs (61):   We think this is 1957. 
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Frank was between 13 and 15 in this photo.  Gordon Finley is third from the left in the back row.  Frank 
Grubbs is number 4 with eyes closed and mouth open, 7th from left, back row. Mr. Finley (Gordon’s Dad) is 
far right in back row. 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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May 16, 1957 

May 16, 1957 

May 23, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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May 23, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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May 23, 1957 

May 30, 1957 

 
May 23, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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May 30, 1957 

May 30, 1957 

June 6, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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June 6, 1957 

 

June 6, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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June 6, 1957 

 

 

June 6, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

St. Matthews Area Sports:    1957 

June 13, 1957 

 June 6, 1957 

June 6, 1957 

June 13, 1957 

June 20, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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June 13, 1957 

June 13, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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June 20, 1957 

 
June 20, 1957 

 

June 20, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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June 20, 1957 

June 20, 1957 

 

June 20, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

St. Matthews Area Sports:    1957 

June 27, 1957 

June 27, 1957 

 

June 27, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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June 27, 1957 

 
June 27, 1957 

 

July 4, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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July 11, 1957 

 

June 27, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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July 4, 1957 

 

July 11, 1957 

July 11, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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 July 11, 1957 

 

July 11, 1957 

July 18 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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July 18, 1957  

 

July 11, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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July 11, 1957  
July 18, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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 July 18, 1957 

July 18, 1957 

July 18, 1957 

July 25, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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July 25, 1957 

 July 18, 1957 

July 25, 1957 

July 25, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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July 25, 1957 

July 18, 1957 

 

July 25, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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July 25, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

St. Matthews Area Sports:    1957 

July 25, 1957 

 

 July 25, 1957 

 July 25, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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July 25, 1957 

August 1, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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August 1, 1957 

 

 

July 25, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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August 1, 1957 

August 1, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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August 1, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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August 1, 1957 

August 1, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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August 8, 1957 

 
August 8, 1957 



August 15, 1957 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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August 29, 1957 

 
August 8, 1957 

September 5, 



September 5, 1957 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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August 29, 1957 

 
September 26, 1957 

 

September 19, 1957 

October 10, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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October 17, 1957 

 

October 17, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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 October 17, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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October 31, 1957 

 

November 7, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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November 21, 1957 

 

November 14, 1957 



December 5 1957 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

St. Matthews Area Sports:    1957 

 
November 21, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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December 12, 1957 



Courtesy of The Voice of St. Matthews, January 1, 1958:        From extended article on —St. 
Mathews area restless in 1958 
 

Great sports year:  The year 1958 saw St. Matthews come into its own in the field of sports. This was particularly true in, 
baseball, as St. Matthews teams won five championships and two State titles. 

*** 
Little League began its sixth season here in May and it was obvious from the start that St. Matthews was in for a great year. 
A flood of boys 9 to 12 years old came for tryouts, and, after two major leagues of six teams each were formed, there were 
enough boys left over to form two minor leagues of four team each.  
 
By the first of July, the Models had won the American League title for the second time in three years, and Ashbury Berman 
had the National League title sewed up. 

*** 
In the American League, three records fell, as the Models won 14 games out of 15, and their star pitcher, Jim Helm, won 
seven games without a loss. Bill Ransom, of the second place Thurston Cooke team, broke the league record for strikeouts, 
getting 108, against only 22 walks. 
 
Twelve-year-old Barney Neal copped practically every National League honor. The Ashbury Berman star pitched victories 
without a defeat, and struck out 73 men to lead the league. He also led the league in hitting with a batting average of .538. 
His five home runs and six doubles also led the league.  
 

Win State title:  In the post season tourney, the American All Stars, paced by Mike Graven’s seventh inning homer, won a 
stirring last minute 9-8 victory over Algonquin in the finals of the Area Tournament. 
 
Launching the greatest sustained hitting attack in the history of St. Matthews Little League, the Americans pounded Glas-
gow 16-5 and Fort Knox 9-0 to win the District title, and copped the State championship by defeating Paducah 6-2. 

* * * 
The Tigers sewed up the Babe Ruth League pennant July 1, when John Thompson pitched a one-hit, 3-0 victory over the 
second place Red Sox. Thompson then proceeded to pitch the St. Matthews Americans into the State tourney, as he beat the 
St. Matthews Nationals 4-0 for the local title.  The Americans lost out to Campbellsville in the State. 
 

Meanwhile, in the American Legion Leagues the St. Matthews Zachary Taylor team was on the rampage. The Reds defeat-
ed Owensboro 10-3 to win the Western Sectional, and then, by virtue of Ronnie Barrow’s grand slam homer, beat Latonia 7
-3 for the State title. 
 
Take MABA title:  And to round out St. Matthews greatest baseball season, the St. Matthews Merchants won their second  
straight Metropolitan Amateur Baseball Association title by beating the Police twice in the playoff, 17—13 and 13—1, at 
Trinity Field. 
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January 30, 1958 

Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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February 13, 1958 



February 20, 1958 both 

Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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March 6, 1958 both 



March 13, 1958 

Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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March 13, 1958 

March 20, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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April 3, 1958 

April 24, 1958 

 March 20, 1958 

April 17 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 

St. Matthews Area Sports:    1958 

 April 24, 1958  



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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May 8, 1958 

 

 

 

 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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May 8, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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May 15, 1958 

May 15, 1958 

 May 15, 1958 

May 15, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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May 29, 1958  

 

May 15, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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May 29, 1959 

June 12, 1958 

May 29,  1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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June 19, 1958 

 

May 29,  1958  

June 5 

June 19, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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June 12, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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June 19, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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June 26, 1958  

 

June 26, 1958 

July 3, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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July 3, 1958, 1958 

July 3, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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July 3, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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July 10, 1958 

 
July 10, 1958 

 

July 10, 1958 

July 10, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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July 10, 1958 

 

 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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July 10, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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July 10, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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July 10, 1958 



Courtesy Dan Sundberg (61), from The Voice Of St. Matthews, July 1958. 
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Babe Ruth  
First Row-L to R:  Danny Sundberg, Dick Dinsmore, Steve Graef, Jim Lapsley, Mel Bor-
land, Bill Kitchen 
 
Second Row-L to R:  Gordon Finley, Charles Kane, Bruce Martin, Don McKay, Joe 
Dirkin, Keith Thomas 
 
Third Row-L to R:  Manager Charles Kane, Raymey Simpson, Ron Stewart, Perry Wood, 
Rich Stokes, Coach John Lapsley 



Courtesy Mike Dew (60), from The Voice Of St. Matthews, 1958: 
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Babe Ruth American League All Stars 
 
Front Row-L to R:  Doug Kalbfeisch, Tom Dudgeon, Tuffy Horne, Steve Werle, Mike Dew, 
and Dave Hart 
 
Second Row-L to R:  Dave Brooks, Wally Adams, Kit Georgehead, John Thonpson and 
Chuck Armstrong 
 
Back Row-L to R:  coach Roy Adams, Earl Rosenbaum, Jay Barton, Mike Gambill, John 
Kline, Keith Hagan, and manager Gil Armstrong.  The tournament opens today at 8 p.m. 
in St. Matthews 
 
This photo also ran July 312, 1958 ast the Babe Ruth League Champions. 



July 17, 1958 

Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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July 17, 1958 

July 17, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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July 17, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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July 24, 1958  all 



July 24, 1958 

Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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July 24, 1958   



July 24 1958 

Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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July 24, 1958  

 



July 31 1958 

Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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July 31, 1958  

July 31 1958 



July 31 1958 

Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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July 31 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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August 7, 1958  

 

July 31 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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August 7, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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August 7, 1958 

  

August 7, 1958 



Courtesy Mike Dew (60): 
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Courtesy Mike Dew (60): 
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Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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August 14, 1958 



August 14, 1958 

Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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August 14, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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August 21, 1958 



August 28, 1958 

Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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August 28, 1958 

 

 
August 21, 1958 

September 4, 1958 

September 11, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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September 18, 1958 

 September 25, 1958 

October 2, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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October 2, 1958 

September 25, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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October 9, 1958 

 

 

October 16, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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October 16, 1958 

October 16, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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October 16, 1958 

October 30, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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November 20, 1958 

 

 

November 6, 1958 

 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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November 27, 1958 

November 27, 1958 

November 27, 1958 

November 27, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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December 11, 1958 December 4, 1958 

December 18, 1958 



Courtesy of The Voice of St. Matthews, July 16, 1959:         
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February 26, 1959 

Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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February 19, 1959 



March 19, 1959  

Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
 

St. Matthews Area Sports:     1959 

March 5, 1959 

March 26, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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March 26, 1959 

 

March 26, 1959 

April 2, 1959 

April 23, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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March 26, 

May 14, 1959 

 

May 14, 1959 

May 14, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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May 14, 1959 

May 21, 1959 

 

 

May 21, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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 May 21, 1959 

 

May 28,, 1959 



June 4, 1959 

Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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May 21, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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May 21, 1959 

 

May 28, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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June 4, 1959 
 

June 4, 1959 

 

June 11, 1959 

June 11, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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June 4, 1959 

 

 

June 11, 
1959 

June 18, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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June 18, 1959 

June 18, 1959 

 June 18, 
1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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June 25, 
1959 

 

 

June 18, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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June 25, 
1959 

June 25, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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July 2,  1959 

July 9, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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July 9, 1959 

 
July 11,  1959 



Courtesy of The Voice of St. Matthews, July 16, 1959:         
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Courtesy of The Voice of St. Matthews, July 16, 1959:        From extended article on —St. Mat-
thews has produced great teams and athletes in 10 years. 
 

Little League:  But the biggest sports organization here is St. Matthews Little League Baseball for boys 9 to 12, Organized 
in 1953, it now has 16. The original plans were for four teams, but so many boys showed up on the first day, that a minor 
league as well as a major league was begun. Eight St. Matthews firms agreed to sponsor teams, and Sander’s Cleaners 
agreed (and still does) to clean uniforms free. 
 
A regulation ball park with dugouts stands, and press box was erected on the Community Center playground in 1953. The 
first season opened on June 7 that year, with each team play-ing 18 games. 
 

The first-year pennant went to the Lions in one league, and the Models in the other. In 1954, the Colonials, spurred on Mike 
Lawson beat the Taylors for American League Pennant, The Citizens won easily in the National League, sparked by Dick 
Peloff and Gerry Kazunas. The Americans won the District Championship in 1954. 
 
The National League All-Stars were good enough to get to the State Tournament and win their first game, before bowing to 
Paducah. The Ermann’s won the National pennant in 1955, and the Models took the American League pennant. 
 

The Models again captured the American League pennant in, 1956, and the Lions won the National League with a record of 
15-2-1.  The American League All-Stars captured the district title in 1956 also. A second diamond was built at the Center 
that year. Charles Siegel president since 1953 stepped down in 1956 to be succeeded by Harold Hammon. 

*** 
In 1957, the Little League was enlarged to four leagues of four teams each. The Thurston Cooke team captured the Interna-
tional League Championship. The Lions again took the National League pennant in 1957, and the Models the American 
League for the third straight year. The Models again took the pennant in 1958, and Ashbury Berman took the National 
League. Jim Helm was the outstanding pitcher of the American League, and Barney Neal the outstanding pitcher of the 
National League. The American All-Star team copped the State title in baseball in 1958. The team then went to Maryland 
for the Divisional tournament but lost to Brooklyn Park in the first round. 

*** 
William McConnell was elected president of the Little League in 1958, and a second minor league of four teams, with 15 
boys per team, was organized. 
 
Babe Ruth League:  The Babe Ruth League was first established as the Pony League for boys from 12 to 15 in 1954. 
There were four teams of 16 boys each. Each team played 16 games, with the Yanks taking the first pennant. The Pony 
League All-Stars, sparked by pitcher Bobby Marr, won the Eastern Kentucky Championship, but lost the State Champion-
ship. 
 
In 1955, the name was changed to Babe Ruth League, with the Cubs Winning the first Babe Ruth pennant. The American 
All-Stars barely defeated the National All-Stars in 1956. Bobby Marr was named the out-standing player for the year 1956. 
The 1957 champions were the Indians, and the Tigers copped the 1958 pennant. John Thompson was the outstanding pitch-
er in 1958. W. T. Porter is league president. 
*** 
The American Legion League was established in 1957 for 16-and-older boys. The Zachary Taylor Reds won the pennant in 
1957, spurred on by Bobby Marr. 
 

The team went to the state finals in 1957 before losing. They won the state title in 1956 and got a trip to the Regionals in 
North Carolina but lost in the first round. 
 
Football for youngsters: The St. Matthews Football League was established in 1954. In the Junior Division, the Bears 
have had a monopoly, winning every year since 1955. In the Senior Division for boys 13-15, the honors have been split be-
tween the Trojans and the Eagles. The Junior Division is for eight to 12 year-olds. 
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Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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July 23, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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July 23, 1959 

July 30, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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July 30, 1959 

 

July 30, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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July 30, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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July 30, 1959 

August 6, 1959 both 

August 6, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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August 6, 1959 

 

August 6, 1959 

 

August 6, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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August 13, 1959 

August 13, 1959 

August 13, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
 

St. Matthews Area Sports:     1959 

August 27, 1959 

August 20, 1959 

 

 August 13, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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August 20, 1959 



September 10, 1959 

September 1, 1959 

Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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September 10, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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October 1, 1959 

 

September 17, 1959 

October 1, 1959 

 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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 September 24, 1959 
October 1, 1959 below 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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October 22, 1959 

 

October 8, 1959 

 

October 15, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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November 5, 1959 

October 22, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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November 12, 1959 November 12, 1959 

 

November 12, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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November 19, 1959 

November 19, 1959 

 

November 19, 1959 

November 19, 1959 

December 3, 
1959 



Courtesy The Voice of St. Matthews,         
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November 19, 1959 

 

December 3, 1959 

December 3, 1959 



Courtesy of Waggener High School 1960-62’s Alumni—http://www.waggenerhighalum.org/— 
 

Rosters of St. Matthews Babe Ruth League Teams 
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Courtesy of Waggener High School 1960-62’s Alumni—http://www.waggenerhighalum.org/— 
 

1959 Game Schedule for St. Matthews Babe Ruth League  
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